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During the Song (960-1279), all educated Chinese men traveled frequently, journeying long distances to
attend school and take civil service examinations. They crisscrossed the country to assume government
posts, report back to the capital, and return home between assignments and to attend to family matters. Based
on a wide array of texts, Transformative Journeys analyzes the impact of travel on this group of elite men
and the places they visited. In the first part of the book, Cong Ellen Zhang considers the practical aspects of
travel during the Song in the context of state mobilization of and assistance to government travelers,
including the infrastructure of waterways and highways, the bureaucratic procedures entailed in official
travel, and the means of transport and types of lodging. The second part of the book focuses on elite
activities on the road, especially the elaborate farewell banquets, welcoming ceremonies, and visits to
famous places. Zhang argues convincingly that abundant travel experience became integral to Song elite
identity and status, greatly strengthening the social and cultural coherence of the practitioners. In promoting
their experience of traveling across a large empire, Song elite men firmly established their position as the
country's political, social, and cultural leaders. The literary compositions and physical traces they left behind
also formed an overlapping web of collective memories, continually enhancing local pride and defining the
place of various localities in the cultural geography of the country. Transformative Journeys sheds new light
on the nature of Chinese literati, their dominance of culture and society, and China's social and cultural
integration. Those interested in premodern China and travel literature will find a wealth of material
previously unavailable to Western readers.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Karen Olden:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song
China book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Eunice Buckley:

This Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China is great book for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that?

Lewis Labelle:

This Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China is completely new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!
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