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This book explores the relation between agape (or Christian charity) and social justice. Timothy Jackson
defines agape as the central virtue in Christian ethical thought and action and applies his insights to three
concrete issues: political violence, forgiveness, and abortion. Taking his primary cue from the New
Testament while drawing extensively from contemporary theology and philosophy, Jackson identifies three
features of Christian charity: unconditional commitment to the good of others, equal regard for others' well-
being, and passionate service open to self-sacrifice for the sake of others.

Charity, prescribed by Jesus for his disciples and named by Saint Paul as the "greatest" theological virtue, is
contrasted with various accounts of justice. Jackson argues that agape is not trumped by justice or other
goods. Rather, agape precedes justice: without the work of love, society would not produce persons capable
of merit, demerit, and contract, the elements of most modern conceptions of justice. Jackson then considers
the implications of his ideas for several questions: the nature of God, the relation between Christian love and
political violence, the place of forgiveness, and the morality of abortion. Arguing that agapic love is to be
construed as a gift of grace as well as a divine commandment, Jackson concludes that love is the "eternal
life" that makes temporal existence possible and thus the "first" Christian virtue. Though foremost a
contribution to Christian ethics, Jackson's arguments and the issues he takes up will find a broader
readership.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Priority of Love: Christian Charity and Social Justice.

Nathan Marker:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and important the book The Priority of Love: Christian Charity and Social Justice.
All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

June Weiss:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book The Priority of Love: Christian Charity and Social Justice it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high
quality.

Melissa Peterson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is The Priority of Love: Christian Charity and Social Justice this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this



book appropriate all of you.
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