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This book is a beautiful and moving personal account of the Ainu, the native inhabitants of Hokkaido,
Japan's northern island, whose land, economy, and culture have been absorbed and destroyed in recent
centuries by advancing Japanese. Based on the author's own experiences and on stories passed down from
generation to generation, the book chronicles the disappearing world—and courageous rebirth—of this little-
understood people.Kayano describes with disarming simplicity and frankness the personal conflicts he faced
as a result of the tensions between a traditional and a modern society and his lifelong efforts to fortify a
living Ainu culture. A master storyteller, he paints a vivid picture of the Ainus' ecologically sensitive
lifestyle, which revolved around bear hunting, fishing, farming, and woodcutting.Unlike the few existing
ethnographies of the Ainu, this account is the first written by an insider intimately tied to his own culture yet
familiar with the ways of outsiders. Speaking with a rare directness to the Ainu and universal human
experience, this book will interest all readers concerned with the fate of indigenous peoples.
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From reader reviews:

James Robicheaux:

The event that you get from Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific) is
the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--
Asia & the Pacific) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this specific Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific)
instantly.

Tracie Berry:

This Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific) are usually reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu
Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia &
the Pacific) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kevin Shepherd:

Typically the book Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific) will bring
one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Our Land Was A Forest: An
Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kyra Franson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the
Pacific) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.
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