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In this fascinating history of alcohol in postwar American culture, Lori Rotskoff draws on short stories,
advertisements, medical writings, and Hollywood films to investigate how gender norms and ideologies of
marriage intersected with scientific and popular ideas about drinking and alcoholism.

After the repeal of Prohibition in 1933, recreational drinking became increasingly accepted among white,
suburban, middle-class men and women. But excessive or habitual drinking plagued many families. How did
people view the "problem drinkers" in their midst? How did husbands and wives learn to cope within an
"alcoholic marriage"? And how was drinking linked to broader social concerns during the Great Depression,
World War II, and the Cold War era?

By the 1950s, Rotskoff explains, mental health experts, movie producers, and members of self-help groups
like Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon helped bring about a shift in the public perception of alcoholism
from "sin" to "sickness." Yet alcoholism was also viewed as a family problem that expressed gender-role
failure for both women and men. On the silver screen (in movies such as The Lost Weekend and The Best
Years of Our Lives) and on the printed page (in stories by such writers as John Cheever), in hospitals and at
Twelve Step meetings, chronic drunkenness became one of the most pressing public health issues of the day.

Shedding new light on the history of gender, marriage, and family life from the 1920s through the 1960s, this
innovative book also opens new perspectives on the history of leisure and class affiliation, attitudes toward
consumerism and addiction, and the development of a therapeutic culture.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Here thing why that Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in
Post-World War II America giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World
War II America. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-
World War II America in e-book can be your option.

Rosa Flint:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Love on the
Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America.

Marie Nitta:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War
II America it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book provides high quality.

Wendy Miller:

Beside this kind of Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the



knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-
World War II America because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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