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Personal identification is very much a live political issue in Britain and this book looks at why this is the
case, and why, paradoxically, the theft of identity has become ever more common as the means of
identification have multiplied. Identifying the English looks not only at how criminals have been identified -
branding, fingerprinting, DNA - but also at the identification of the individual with seals and signatures, of
the citizen by means of passports and ID cards, and of the corpse. Beginning his history in the medieval
period, Edward Higgs reveals how it was not the Industrial Revolution that brought the most radical changes
in identification techniques, as many have assumed, but rather the changing nature of the State and
commerce, and their relationship with citizens and customers. In the twentieth century the very different
historical techniques have converged on the holding of information on databases, and increasingly on
biometrics, and the multiplication of these external databases outside the control of individuals has continued
to undermine personal identity security.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

Here thing why this kind of Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than
it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification
1500 to the Present giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no book that similar with Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to
the Present. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the
Present in e-book can be your choice.

Carlos Callahan:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Identifying the English: A History of
Personal Identification 1500 to the Present, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Timothy Lumpkin:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Identifying the English: A History of
Personal Identification 1500 to the Present is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sandra Vincent:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is named of book Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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