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In the popular imagination, slavery in the United States ended with Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation. The Proclamation may have been limited—freeing only slaves within Confederate states who
were able to make their way to Union lines—but it is nonetheless generally seen as the key moment, with
Lincoln’s leadership setting into motion a train of inevitable events that culminated in the passage of an
outright ban: the Thirteenth Amendment.
 
The real story, however, is much more complicated—and dramatic—than that. With Who Freed the Slaves?,
distinguished historian Leonard L. Richards tells the little-known story of the battle over the Thirteenth
Amendment, and of James Ashley, the unsung Ohio congressman who proposed the amendment and steered
it to passage. Taking readers to the floor of Congress and the back rooms where deals were made, Richards
brings to life the messy process of legislation—a process made all the more complicated by the bloody war
and the deep-rooted fear of black emancipation. We watch as Ashley proposes, fine-tunes, and pushes the
amendment even as Lincoln drags his feet, only coming aboard and providing crucial support at the last
minute. Even as emancipation became the law of the land, Richards shows, its opponents were already
regrouping, beginning what would become a decades-long—and largely successful—fight to limit the
amendment’s impact.
 
Who Freed the Slaves? is a masterwork of American history, presenting a surprising, nuanced portrayal of a
crucial moment for the nation, one whose effects are still being felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Edmonds:

The book Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth
Amendment has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Barnes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Fred Miller:

The particular book Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

James Harris:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment.
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