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In the chapel of Christ's College, Cambridge, some twenty years ago, historian Alan Bray made an
astonishing discovery: a tomb shared by two men, John Finch and Thomas Baines. The monument featured
eloquent imagery dedicated to their friendship: portraits of the two friends linked by a knotted cloth. And
Bray would soon learn that Finch commonly described his friendship with Baines as a connubium or
marriage.

There was a time, as made clear by this monument, when the English church not only revered such relations
between men, but also blessed them. Taking this remarkable idea as its cue, The Friend explores the long and
storied relationship between friendship and the traditional family of the church in England. This magisterial
work extends from the year 1000, when Europe acquired a shape that became its enduring form, and pursues
its account up to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Spanning a vast array of fascinating examples,
which range from memorial plaques and burial brasses to religious rites and theological imagery to classic
works of philosophy and English literature, Bray shows how public uses of private affection were very
common in premodern times. He debunks the now-familiar readings of friendship by historians of sexuality
who project homoerotic desires onto their subjects when there were none. And perhaps most notably, he
evaluates how the ethics of friendship have evolved over the centuries, from traditional emphases on loyalty
to the Kantian idea of moral benevolence to the more private and sexualized idea of friendship that emerged
during the modern era.

Finely nuanced and elegantly conceived, The Friend is a book rich in suggestive propositions as well as eye-
opening details. It will be essential reading for anyone interested in the history of England and the
importance of friendship in everyday life.

History Today’s Book of the Year, 2004
 
“Bray’s loving coupledom is something with a proper historical backbone, with substance and form,
something you can trace over time, visible and archeologicable. . . . Bray made a great contribution in
helping to bring this long history to light.”— James Davidson, London Review of Books  
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

This The Friend tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason
of this The Friend can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Friend giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Geneva Ricks:

You can obtain this The Friend by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Delores Villarreal:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Friend was bright colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Friend has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Diane Walker:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Friend when you necessary it?
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