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Judith Fryer's study of novelists Edith Wharton and Willa Cather is a rich examination of the actual and
imagined spaces women inhabit, perceive, and create. Turning to the period of "America's coming of age,"
Fryer offers a woman-centered inquiry into an era whose traditional landmarks are the frontier, the rise of the
city, and World War I.

Fryer draws her analysis from history, philosophy, environmental psychology, anthropology, sociology, and
geography as well as from literature, architechure, and painting. The book's conceptual bonds are women's
structures of the period: the Woman's Building at the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893 and
the 1915 feminist utopian community, Herland, imagined by Charlotte Perkins Gilman.

Focusing on the experience of women, Fryer presents a series of meditations that are concerned with the
structures of fantasy -- a plan for a house, a room, a set of furnishings, a landscape, a story. Offering new
readings of the fictions of Edith Wharton and Willa Cather that depart from existing biographical or
psychological analyses, Fryer provides an original view of the meaning of space for such educated women.

Wharton and Cather departed from the customary "American" expressions of the dominant culture, Fryer
argues, to explore and inscribe their own experiences. She focuses on their imaginative structures, from
Wharton's meticulously conceived interiors, which include all that the eye can encompass, to Cather's
unfurnished rooms and landscapes, which are her physical and spiritual correlatives. In demonstrating the
relationship between the spaces women inhabit and the language of their imaginative creations, Fryer brings
new meaning to the ongoing investigations of creativity versus environment.

Originally published in 1986.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Jones:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Felicitous Space: The Imaginative
Structures of Edith Wharton and Willa Cather. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Effie Phillips:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them
is this Felicitous Space: The Imaginative Structures of Edith Wharton and Willa Cather.

Kerry Maye:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Felicitous Space: The Imaginative Structures of Edith Wharton and Willa Cather your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Felicitous Space: The Imaginative Structures of Edith Wharton
and Willa Cather giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Meredith Bailey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Felicitous Space: The Imaginative Structures of Edith Wharton and Willa Cather can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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