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The vital place of literature and the figure of the writer in Russian society and history have been extensively
studied, but their role in the evolution of psychiatry is less well known. In Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930, Irina Sirotkina explores the transformations of Russian
psychiatric practice through its relationship to literature. During this period, psychiatrists began to view
literature as both an indicator of the nation's mental health and an integral part of its well-being. By aligning
themselves with writers, psychiatrists argued that the aim of their science was not dissimilar to the literary
project of exploring the human soul and reflecting on the psychological ailments of the age.

Through the writing of pathographies (medical biographies), psychiatrists strengthened their social standing,
debated political issues under the guise of literary criticism, and asserted moral as well as professional
claims. By examining the psychiatric engagement with the works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Nikolai Gogol, Leo
Tolstoy, and the decadents and revolutionaries, Sirotkina provides a rich account of Russia's medical and
literary history during this turbulent revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jackson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) as your daily resource
information.

Athena Thornton:

This book untitled Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this publication from your list.

Tina Alley:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is named of book Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Martin Dowling:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and
Culture) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want
to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life by this book Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture). You can more inviting than now.
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