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What does it mean to be a Brahmin, and what could it mean to become one? Over the years, intellectuals and
dogmatists have offered plenty of answers to the first question, but the latter presents a cultural puzzle, since
normative Brahminical ideology deems it impossible for an ordinary individual to change caste without first
undergoing death and rebirth.

There is, however, one notable figure in the Hindu mythological tradition who is said to have transformed
himself from a king into a Brahmin by amassing great ascetic power, or tapas: the ornery sage Visvamitra.
Through texts composed in Sanskrit and vernacular languages, oral performances, and visual media,
Crossing the Lines of Caste examines the rich mosaic of legends about Visvamitra found across the Hindu
mythological tradition. It offers a comprehensive historical analysis of how the "storyworlds" conjured up
through these various tellings have served to adapt, upgrade, and reinforce the social identity of real-world
Brahmin communities, from the ancient Vedic past up to the hypermodern present.

Using a performance-centered approach to situate the production of the Visvamitra legends within specific
historical contexts, Crossing the Lines of Caste reveals how and why mythological culture has played an
active, dialogical role in the construction of Brahmin social power over the last three thousand years.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Johnson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Crossing the Lines of Caste:
Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology to read.

Irene Carpenter:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra
and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin
Power in Hindu Mythology yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Steven Young:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Crossing the Lines of Caste:
Visvamitra and the Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology publication written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Crossing the Lines of Caste: Visvamitra and the
Construction of Brahmin Power in Hindu Mythology as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an



additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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