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When Alec Wilder's American Popular Song first appeared, it was almost universally hailed--from The New
York Times to The New Yorker to Down Beat--as the definitive account of the classic era of American
popular music. It has since become the standard work of the great songwriters who dominated popular music
in the United States for half a century. Now Wilder's classic is available again, with a new introduction by
Gene Lees.
Uniquely analytical yet engagingly informal, American Popular Song focuses on the melodic, harmonic, and
rhythmic qualities that distinguish American popular music and have made it an authentic art form. Wilder
traces the roots of the American style to the ragtime music of the 1890s, shows how it was incorporated into
mainstream popular music after 1900, and then surveys the careers of every major songwriter from World
War I to 1950. Wilder devotes desparate chapters to such greats as Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen. Illustrated with over seven hundred musical
examples, Wilder's sensitive analyses of the most distinctive, creative, and original songs of this period
reveal unexpected beauties in songs long forgotten and delightful subtleties in many familiar standards. The
result is a definitive treatment of a strangely unsung and uniquely American art.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

This American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950
can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside
that this American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Delia Black:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline American Popular
Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The book untitled American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950is a single of several books
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
book.

Virginia Kang:

The particular book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Mary Scruggs:

This American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 is brand-new way for you who has attention
to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this American Popular
Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
type for your better life and also knowledge.
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