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Anyone who has sat on a jury or followed a high-profile trial on television usually comes to the realization
that a trial, particularly a criminal trial, is really a performance. Verdicts seem determined as much by which
lawyer can best connect with the hearts and minds of the jurors as by what the evidence might suggest. In
this celebration of the American trial as a great cultural achievement, Robert Burns, a trial lawyer and a
trained philosopher, explores how these legal proceedings bring about justice. The trial, he reminds us, is not
confined to the impartial application of legal rules to factual findings. Burns depicts the trial as an institution
employing its own language and styles of performance that elevate the understanding of decision-makers,
bringing them in contact with moral sources beyond the limits of law.

Burns explores the rich narrative structure of the trial, beginning with the lawyers' opening statements, which
establish opposing moral frameworks in which to interpret the evidence. In the succession of witnesses,
stories compete and are held in tension. At some point during the performance, a sense of the right thing to
do arises among the jurors. How this happens is at the core of Burns's investigation, which draws on careful
descriptions of what trial lawyers do, the rules governing their actions, interpretations of actual trial material,
social science findings, and a broad philosophical and political appreciation of the trial as a unique vehicle of
American self-government.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

Here thing why this kind of A Theory of the Trial. are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. A
Theory of the Trial. giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no e-book that similar with A Theory of the Trial.. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A Theory of the Trial. in e-book
can be your alternative.

Ray Shippee:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A Theory of the Trial.,
you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a reserve.

Stephanie Sellers:

A Theory of the Trial. can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Theory of the Trial. although doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Ruth Haddock:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Theory of the Trial. reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question A Theory of the Trial. as good book not simply
by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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