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The mid-eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century was a time of illustrious achievements in the world of
botanical art. Artists who once sought to please the whims of wealthy patrons were turning to scientists for
inspiration, and they now had access to countless new botanical specimens thanks to prolific explorers and
plant hunters. One of the best botanical artists and most knowledgeable natural historians of this era was
James Sowerby (1757–1822). Talented and prolific, his crowning achievement was Sowerby's Botany, a
thirty-six volume work on the botany of England that contained 2,592 hand-colored botanical engravings.
Despite Sowerby’s place in the pantheon of botanical artists, no full biography of the artist exists. Paul
Henderson remedies this with a thoroughly researched and wholly fascinating look at Sowerby’s life and
legacy.

Henderson explores Sowerby’s artistic achievements as well as his place at the center of a thriving network
of artists and scientists. Sowerby worked closely with key botanists of the time, influencing the likes of Sir
Joseph Banks and James Smith, as well as Dawson Turner, James Dickson, Aylmer Lambert, and William
Woodville. He also contributed illustrations to the earliest volumes of The Botanical Magazine (later known
as Curtis's Botanical Magazine). Specimens from his collection round out the holdings of museums around
the world, and he has become the paterfamilias of a talented line of botanical and natural science illustrators.

Henderson’s Sowerby’s Botany is beautifully illustrated with Sowerby’s artwork and includes extracts from
letters, manuscripts, and natural history publications. It is a fascinating story of an influential artist working
at the intersections of art and nature at a time of unprecedented scientific enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

Here thing why this specific James Sowerby: The Enlightenment's Natural Historian are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. James Sowerby: The Enlightenment's Natural Historian giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that
similar with James Sowerby: The Enlightenment's Natural Historian. It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of James
Sowerby: The Enlightenment's Natural Historian in e-book can be your choice.

Charles Shin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The James Sowerby: The Enlightenment's Natural Historian will give you a new experience in
examining a book.

Sharon Keller:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like James Sowerby: The
Enlightenment's Natural Historian which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Bruce Sandlin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of James Sowerby: The Enlightenment's Natural
Historian can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have James Sowerby: The
Enlightenment's Natural Historian.
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