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Dead men tell no tales, or so the pirate maxim goes. But when facing execution in 1831 for mutiny and
murder, the previously enigmatic pirate Charles Gibbs recounted the infamous crimes of his harrowing life at
sea in a self-aggrandizing series of "confessions." Wildly popular reading among nineteenth-century
audiences, such criminal confessions were peppered with the romanticized mythology that informs pirate
lore to this day. Joseph Gibbs takes up the task of separating fact from fiction to explicate the true story of
Charles Gibbs - an alias for James Jeffers (1798-1831) of Newport, Rhode Island - in an investigation that
reveals a life as riveting as the legend it replaces. Jeffers was the child of a Revolutionary War privateer
captain with his own history in the "rough work." After a heroic career in the U.S. Navy during the War of
1812, Jeffers eschewed military life and took to the privateer trade himself. As Charles Gibbs, pirate, he
sailed from the ports of Charleston and New Orleans to wreak havoc in the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico.
Stripping away 170 years of embellishment, Joseph Gibbs maps the still-shockingly violent career of Charles
Gibbs across the seas and, in the process, challenges and discredits much of his self-made mythology. Gibbs
recounts Jeffers' well-documented role in the infamous mutiny and murders in 1830 aboard the brig
Vineyard while the vessel was carrying a load of Mexican silver. The pirate was captured the following year
and brought to New York. The case against Jeffers and accomplice Thomas Wansley culminated in a
sensational trial, which led to their subsequent executions by hanging on Ellis Island. In addition to
recounting the exploits of a ruthless cutthroat, "The Confessions of "Charles Gibbs"" tells the larger story of
American piracy and privateering in the early nineteenth century and illustrates the role of American and
European adventurers in the Latin American wars of liberation. Carefully researched, engagingly written,
and enhanced by twenty illustrations, this is pirate history at its most credible and readable.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Treece:

The book Dead Men Tell No Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate Charles Gibbs (Studies in Maritime
History) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make looking at a book Dead Men Tell No Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate Charles
Gibbs (Studies in Maritime History) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide Dead Men Tell No Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate Charles Gibbs
(Studies in Maritime History). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Sandra Kelley:

This book untitled Dead Men Tell No Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate Charles Gibbs (Studies in
Maritime History) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this guide from your list.

Jesse Hooker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Dead Men Tell No
Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate Charles Gibbs (Studies in Maritime History).

Etsuko Siler:

This Dead Men Tell No Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate Charles Gibbs (Studies in Maritime
History) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using
great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Dead Men Tell No Tales: The Life and Legends of the Pirate



Charles Gibbs (Studies in Maritime History) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
which?
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