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In this celebration of Milton Babbitt's art, Andrew Mead explores the development of a central figure in
contemporary American music. As a teacher and writer, Babbitt has influenced two generations of students,
including such notable musicians as Stephen Sondheim and Donald Martino. He has helped establish the
study of music theory as a serious academic pursuit, and his articles on Schoenberg, Stravinsky, and the
twelve-tone system constitute a seminal body of research. But Babbitt is first and last a composer, whose
works are, in Mead's words, "truly music to be heard." With Mead as a guide, we discover the strong
emotional and expressive charge of Babbitt's music that is inextricably entwined with its structure.

Babbitt is a twelve-tone composer, unabashedly so, and it is precisely his profound understanding of Arnold
Schoenberg's epochal insight that gives Babbitt's music its special quality. By examining the underlying
principles of twelve-tone composition, Mead allows us to appreciate Babbitt's music on its own terms, as a
richly varied yet unified body of work. In achieving this purpose, he provides an excellent introduction to
twelve-tone music in general. Without relying on professional jargon, he lucidly and succinctly explains
Babbitt's complexities. A catalog of compositions, a discography, and a bibliography complete a book that
will interest performers, music theorists, and music historians, as well as other readers who are enthusiastic
or curious about contemporary musical works.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Laureano:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt.

Billie Gould:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love An Introduction to the Music of
Milton Babbitt, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Margie Rodriguez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.

Wesley Baker:

You can obtain this An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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