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This provocative analysis and critique of American representations of Oceania and Oceanians from the
nineteenth century to the present, argues that imperial fantasies have glossed over a complex, violent history.
It introduces the concept of ‘American Pacificism’, a theoretical framework that draws on contemporary
theories of friendship, hospitality and tourism to refigure established debates around ‘orientalism’ for an
Oceanian context.

Paul Lyons explores American-Islander relations and traces the ways in which two fundamental conceptions
of Oceania have been entwined in the American imagination. On the one hand, the Pacific islands are seen as
economic and geopolitical ‘stepping stones’, rather than ends in themselves, whilst on the other they are
viewed as ends of the earth or ‘cultural limits’, unencumbered by notions of sin, antitheses to the industrial
worlds of economic and political modernity. However, both conceptions obscure not only Islander cultures,
but also innovative responses to incursion. The islands instead emerge in relation to American national
identity, as places for scientific discovery, soul-saving and civilizing missions, manhood-testing adventure,
nuclear testing and eroticized furloughs between maritime work and warfare.

Ranging from first contact and the colonial archive through to postcolonialism and global tourism, this
thought-provoking volume draws upon a wide, rewarding collection of literary works, historical and cultural
scholarship, government documents and tourist literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
American Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures).

Virginia Glass:

This American Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures)
is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having American Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S.
Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt that?

Bethel Stockton:

The book untitled American Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in
Postcolonial Literatures) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Jacqueline Lewis:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This American Pacificism: Oceania in the
U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures) is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual



book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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