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Taking as his point of departure the authors, the audience, and the texts of Victorian writings on sex in
general and of Victorian pornography in particular, Steven Marcus offers a startling and revolutionary
perspective on the underside of Victorian culture. The subjects dealt with in The Other Victorians are not
only those to have been "shocking" in the Victorian period. The way these subjects were regarded--and the
way our notions of the Victorians continue to change, as the efforts of contemporary scholarship restore them
to their full historical dimensions--are matters today of some surprise and wonder.

Making use, for the first time, of the extensive collection of Victoriana at the Kinsey Institute for Sex
Research, Marcus first examines the writings of Dr. William Acton, who may be said to represent the
"official views" of sexuality held by Victorian society, and of Henry Spencer Ashbee, the first and most
important bibliographer-scholar of pornography. He then turns to the most significant work of its kind from
the period, the eleven-volume anonymous autobiography My Secret Life. There follows an analysis of four
pornographic Victorian novels--an analysis that throws an oblique but fascinating light on the classics of
Victorian literature--and a review of the odd flood of Victorian publications devoted to flagellation. The
book concludes with a chapter propounding a general theory of pornography as a sociological phenomenon.

With the publication of The Other Victorians, understanding of this period took a giant stride forward. Most
of the writers and writings discussed by Marcus belong to Victorian sub-literature rather than to literature
proper; in this way the work remains connected to a consideration of the exotic sub-literature. A brilliantly
written book in its own right, this work transformed the study of the Victorian period as did no other.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in
Mid-Nineteenth-Century England book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality
and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England content conveys objective easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do
you even now thinking The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-
Century England is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Crystal Freeman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England.

Michael Walsh:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in
Mid-Nineteenth-Century England it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

William Sanchez:

The book untitled The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century
England contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The



book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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