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From the early Middle Ages to the twentieth century, capital punishment in France, as in many other
countries, was staged before large crowds of spectators. Paul Friedland traces the theory and practice of
public executions over time, both from the perspective of those who staged these punishments as well as
from the vantage point of the many thousands who came to 'see justice done'. While penal theorists often
stressed that the fundamental purpose of public punishment was to strike fear in the hearts of spectators, the
eagerness with which crowds flocked to executions, and the extent to which spectators actually enjoyed the
spectacle of suffering suggests that there was a wide gulf between theoretical intentions and actual
experiences. Moreover, public executions of animals, effigies, and corpses point to an enduring ritual
function that had little to do with exemplary deterrence. In the eighteenth century, when a revolution in
sensibilities made it unseemly for individuals to take pleasure in or even witness the suffering of others,
capital punishment became the target of reformers. From the invention of the guillotine, which reduced the
moment of death to the blink of an eye, to the 1939 decree which moved executions behind prison walls,
capital punishment in France was systematically stripped of its spectacular elements.

Partly a history of penal theory, partly an anthropologically-inspired study of the penal ritual, Seeing Justice
Done traces the historical roots of modern capital punishment, and sheds light on the fundamental
'disconnect' between the theory and practice of punishment which endures to this day, nit only in France but
in the Western penal tradition more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

This book untitled Seeing Justice Done: The Age of Spectacular Capital Punishment in France to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

Jon Gomes:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Seeing Justice Done: The Age of Spectacular Capital Punishment in France.

Salvador Perez:

This Seeing Justice Done: The Age of Spectacular Capital Punishment in France is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Seeing Justice Done: The Age of Spectacular Capital Punishment in France can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Lloyd Schuler:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Seeing Justice Done: The Age of Spectacular
Capital Punishment in France. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many



advantages.
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