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Most Americans assume that the United States provides a gold standard for human rights—a 2007 survey
found that 80 percent of U.S. adults believed that "the U.S. does a better job than most countries when it
comes to protecting human rights." As well, discussions among scholars and public officials in the United
States frame human rights issues as concerning people, policies, or practices "over there." By contrast, the
contributors to this volume argue that many of the greatest immediate and structural threats to human rights,
and some of the most significant efforts to realize human rights in practice, can be found in our own
backyard.

Human Rights in Our Own Backyard examines the state of human rights and responses to human rights
issues, drawing on sociological literature and perspectives to interrogate assumptions of American
exceptionalism. How do people in the U.S. address human rights issues? What strategies have they adopted,
and how successful have these strategies been? Essays are organized around key conventions of human
rights, focusing on the relationships between human rights and justice, the state and the individual, civil
rights and human rights, and group rights versus individual rights. The contributors are united by a common
conception of the human rights enterprise as a process involving not only state-defined and implemented
rights but also human rights from below as promoted by activists.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Human Rights in Our Own Backyard:
Injustice and Resistance in the United States (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Aaron Covington:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Human Rights in
Our Own Backyard: Injustice and Resistance in the United States (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Human Rights in Our Own Backyard: Injustice and Resistance in the United States (Pennsylvania Studies in
Human Rights)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Judy Bowen:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study. Human Rights
in Our Own Backyard: Injustice and Resistance in the United States (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights)
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Sarah McClain:

You can get this Human Rights in Our Own Backyard: Injustice and Resistance in the United States
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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