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The radical pamphlet that helped incite the American Revolution

Penguin presents a series of six portable, accessible, and—above all—essential reads from American
political history, selected by leading scholars. Series editor Richard Beeman, author of The Penguin Guide to
the U.S. Constitution, draws together the great texts of American civic life to create a timely and informative
mini-library of perennially vital issues. Whether readers are encountering these classic writings for the first
time, or brushing up in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act, these slim volumes will
serve as a powerful and illuminating resource for scholars, students, and civic-minded citizens.

Common Sense is the book that created the modern United States, as Paine's incendiary call for Americans
to revolt against British rule converted millions to the cause of independence and set out a vision of a just
society. Published anonymously in 1776, six months before the Declaration of Independence, Common
Sense was a radical and impassioned call for America to free itself and set up an independent republican
government. Savagely attacking hereditary kingship and aristocratic institutions, Paine urged a new
beginning for his adopted country in which personal freedom and social equality would be upheld and
economic and cultural progress encouraged. His pamphlet was the first to speak directly to a mass
audience—it went through fifty-six editions within a year of publication—and its assertive and often caustic
style embodied the democratic spirit he advocated.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

The experience that you get from Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics) is the more deep you looking the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to know but Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this kind of Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics) instantly.

Clifford Hudgins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Ollie Brooks:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list in your
reading list will be Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics). This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.

Jeffrey Messina:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Common Sense (Penguin Civic Classics) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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