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Oft-referenced and frequently set to music, Psalm 137 - which begins "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat
down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion" - has become something of a cultural touchstone for music
and Christianity across the Atlantic world. It has been a top single more than once in the 20th century, from
Don McLean's haunting Anglo-American folk cover to Boney M's West Indian disco mix. In Song of Exile,
David Stowe uses a wide-ranging, interdisciplinary approach that combines personal interviews, historical
overview, and textual analysis to demonstrate the psalm's enduring place in popular culture.

The line that begins Psalm 137 - one of the most lyrical of the Hebrew Bible - has been used since its genesis
to evoke the grief and protest of exiled, displaced, or marginalized communities. Despite the psalm's
popularity, little has been written about its reception during the more than 2,500 years since the Babylonian
exile. Stowe locates its use in the American Revolution and the Civil Rights movement, and internationally
by anti-colonial Jamaican Rastafari and immigrants from Ireland, Korea, and Cuba. He studies musical
references ranging from the Melodians' Rivers of Babylon to the score in Kazakh film Tulpan.

Stowe concludes by exploring the presence and absence in modern culture of the often-ignored final words:
"Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones." Usually excised from liturgy
and forgotten by scholars, Stowe finds these words echoed in modern occurrences of genocide and ethnic
cleansing, and more generally in the culture of vengeance that has existed in North America from the earliest
conflicts with Native Americans.

Based on numerous interviews with musicians, theologians, and writers, Stowe reconstructs the rich and
varied reception history of this widely used, yet mysterious, text.
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From reader reviews:

William Kelley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm
137. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Sara Pacheco:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137.

Mathew Holstein:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 why because the great
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Roger Richmond:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Song of Exile: The Enduring
Mystery of Psalm 137 is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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