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Boldly illustrated and superbly translated, Folk Legends from Tono captures the spirit of Japanese peasant
culture undergoing rapid transformation into the modern era. This is the first time these 299 tales have been
published in English. Morse’s insightful interpretation of the tales, his rich cultural annotations, and the
evocative original illustrations make this book unforgettable.

In 2008, a companion volume of 118 tales was published by Rowman & Littlefield as the The Legends of
Tono. Taken together, these two books have the same content (417 tales) as the Japanese language book
Tono monogatari.

Reminiscent of Japanese woodblocks, the ink illustrations commissioned for the Folk Legends from Tono,
mirror the imagery that Japanese villagers envisioned as they listened to a storyteller recite the tales.The
stories capture the extraordinary experiences of real people in a singular folk community. The tales read like
fiction but touch the core of human emotion and social psychology. Thus, the reader is taken on a magical
tour through the psychic landscape of the Japanese “spirit world” that was a part of its oral folk tradition for
hundreds of years.

All of this is made possible by the translator’s insightful interpretation of the tales, his sensitive cultural
annotations, and the visual charm of the book’s illustrations. The cast of characters is rich and varied, as we
encounter yokai monsters, shape-shifting foxes, witches, grave robbers, ghosts, heavenly princesses, roaming
priests, shamans, quasi-human mountain spirits, murderers, and much more.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Kirkland:

The book Folk Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic Creatures can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Folk
Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic Creatures? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Folk Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and
Phantastic Creatures has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Clara Bearden:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Folk
Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic Creatures your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Folk Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic
Creatures giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Stephanie Gilley:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is Folk Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic Creatures.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Joyce Hynes:

You can find this Folk Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic Creatures by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to



choose right ways for you.
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