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It is not uncommon to hear states and their leaders criticized for "mixing oil and politics." The U.S.-led Iraq
War was criticized as a "war for oil." When energy exporters overtly use energy as a tool to promote their
foreign policy goals, Europe and the United States regularly decry the use of energy as a "weapon" rather
than accept it as a standard and legitimate tool of diplomacy.

In Energy Politics, Brenda Shaffer argues that energy and politics are intrinsically linked. Modern life—from
production of goods, to means of travel and entertainment, to methods of waging war—is heavily dependent
on access to energy. A country's ability to acquire and use energy supplies crucially determines the state of
its economy, its national security, and the quality and sustainability of its environment. Energy supply can
serve as a basis for regional cooperation, but at the same time can serve as a source of conflict among energy
seekers and between producers and consumers.

Shaffer provides a broad introduction to the ways in which energy affects domestic and regional political
developments and foreign policy. While previous scholarship has focused primarily on the politics
surrounding oil, Shaffer broadens her scope to include the increasingly important role of natural gas and
alternative energy sources as well as emerging concerns such as climate change, the global energy divide,
and the coordinated international policy-making required to combat them. Energy Politics concludes with
examinations of how politics and energy interact in six of the world's largest producers and consumers of
energy: Russia, Europe, the United States, China, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Energy Politics why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Clemencia Torres:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Energy Politics can be your answer given it can be read by you actually
who have those short spare time problems.

Janette Collins:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Energy Politics is simple to create
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Margaret Holt:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Energy Politics to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is
to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Energy
Politics can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
the time.
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