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Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty has long been portrayed as the most potent symbol of all that is wrong
with big government. Conservatives deride the War on Poverty for corruption and the creation of “poverty
pimps,” and even liberals carefully distance themselves from it. Examining the long War on Poverty from
the 1960s onward, this book makes a controversial argument that the programs were in many ways a success,
reducing poverty rates and weaving a social safety net that has proven as enduring as programs that came out
of the New Deal.

The War on Poverty also transformed American politics from the grass roots up, mobilizing poor people
across the nation. Blacks in crumbling cities, rural whites in Appalachia, Cherokees in Oklahoma, Puerto
Ricans in the Bronx, migrant Mexican farmworkers, and Chinese immigrants from New York to California
built social programs based on Johnson’s vision of a greater, more just society. Contributors to this volume
chronicle these vibrant and largely unknown histories while not shying away from the flaws and failings of
the movement?including inadequate funding, co-optation by local political elites, and blindness to the reality
that mothers and their children made up most of the poor.

In the twenty-first century, when one in seven Americans receives food stamps and community health
centers are the largest primary care system in the nation, the War on Poverty is as relevant as ever. This book
helps us to understand the turbulent era out of which it emerged and why it remains so controversial to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Gonzalez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The War on Poverty: A New
Grassroots History, 1964-1980 is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Trudy Clark:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication.
The book The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 it is extremely good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Phyllis Granger:

The reason why? Because this The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Patricia Coulter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The War on Poverty: A New
Grassroots History, 1964-1980 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-
1980 become your own starter.
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