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This unique volume takes readers behind the scenes for an "insider/outsider" view of education
policymaking in action. Two state-level case studies of social studies curriculum reform and textbook policy
(California and New York) illustrate how curriculum decision making becomes an arena in which battles are
fought over national values and priorities. Written by a New York education professor and a California
journalist, the text offers a rare blend of academic and journalistic voices. The "great speckled bird" is the
authors' counter-symbol to the bald eagle--a metaphor representing the racial-ethnic-cultural diversity that
has characterized the U.S. since its beginnings and the multicultural reality of American society today.

The text breaks new ground by focusing on the intersections of national debates and education policymaking.
It situates the case studies within historical and contemporary cultural contexts--with particular attention to
questions of power and knowledge control and how influence is exercised. By juxtaposing the contrasting
cases of California and New York, the authors illustrate commonalities and differences in education
policymaking goals and processes. By sharing stories of participants at and behind the scenes, policymaking
comes alive rather than appearing to result from impersonal "forces" or "factors."
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Rogers:

The reason? Because this The Great Speckled Bird: Multicultural Politics and Education Policymaking is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Carol Pyles:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Great Speckled Bird: Multicultural Politics and Education Policymaking will give you new experience in
reading a book.

Robert Thompson:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
record in your reading list is The Great Speckled Bird: Multicultural Politics and Education Policymaking.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Lashunda McCloud:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Great Speckled Bird: Multicultural Politics and Education Policymaking when you
essential it?
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