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The Trial is actually closer to reality than fantasy as far as the client’s perception of the system. It’s supposed
to be a fantastic allegory, but it’s reality. It’s very important that lawyers read it and understand this.” Justice
Anthony Kennedy famously offered this assessment of the Kafkaesque character of the American criminal
justice system in 1993. While Kafka’s vision of the “Law” in The Trial appears at first glance to be the
antithesis of modern American legal practice, might the characteristics of this strange and arbitrary system
allow us to identify features of our own system that show signs of becoming similarly nightmarish?
           
With Kafka’s Law, Robert P. Burns shows how The Trial provides an uncanny lens through which to
consider flaws in the American criminal justice system today. Burns begins with the story, at once funny and
grim, of Josef K., caught in the Law’s grip and then crushed by it. Laying out the features of the Law that
eventually destroy K., Burns argues that the American criminal justice system has taken on many of these
same features. In the overwhelming majority of contemporary cases, police interrogation is followed by a
plea bargain, in which the court’s only function is to set a largely predetermined sentence for an individual
already presumed guilty. Like Kafka’s nightmarish vision, much of American criminal law and procedure
has become unknowable, ubiquitous, and bureaucratic. It, too, has come to rely on deception in dealing with
suspects and jurors, to limit the role of defense, and to increasingly dispense justice without the protection of
formal procedures. But, while Kennedy may be correct in his grim assessment, a remedy is available in the
tradition of trial by jury, and Burns concludes by convincingly arguing for its return to a more central place
in American criminal justice.
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From reader reviews:

German Montoya:

This Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice without we know teach the
one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Kafka's Law: "The
Trial" and American Criminal Justice can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Kafka's
Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Kathryn Kern:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal
Justice as the daily resource information.

Sherrie Smith:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice.

Bernard Taylor:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice can
give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various



other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and
American Criminal Justice.
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