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This book argues that the Arab states in the Middle East have failed to provide security for their citizens or
define themselves along the lines of traditional nation states. Due to continuous war, they have been unable
to foster development and prosperity.

The author argues that these failures have led to the development of an Islamic political theory which is
based around the non-territorial concepts of the Umma and Dawla. Each concept is explored in detail and the
author explains how crucial they are in explaining the difference between Western policy and the priorities
and the identity of the Arab world.

This unique book should be required reading for students of Middle East international relations and Islamic
political theory.

This book argues that nationalisms in the Arab Middle East were colonial constructs to legitimize the
colonially created nation states. Such states were structured in a manner that guaranteed their behavior as
colonies after their independence. There dependence was in fact the condition for their formal independence.

The book contrasts these colonially introduced national identities to the pre colonial Islamic identity the
revolved around the concepts of Umma and Dawla. Both concepts have not yet been adequately dealt with in
English and have usually been mistranslated into „nation‰ and „state‰ respectively. The Book provides a
thorough explanation of these concepts by studying canonical Sunni and Shiite Islamic texts of political
theory and jurisprudence. The Book also shows that understanding such concepts might explain how public
opinion is formed in the Middle East and how Arab governments gain and loose legitimacy.

Finally the book traces the local elites‚ failed attempts to reconcile the colonially introduced identity that
revolves around the colonially created nation state and the native culture that sets political allegiance in the
whole Muslim community. Such a failure allowed the Dawla, a non-territorial, non-sovereign form of
organization whose allegiance lies with the whole Muslim Umma, to reemerge as a means of social, political
in sometimes military, form of organization, thus the variety of non state Islamic actors throughout the
region.

This unique book should be required reading for students of Middle East international relations and Islamic
political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Summer McGaugh:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Umma and the Dawla: The Nation-State and the Arab Middle East book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding The Umma and the Dawla: The Nation-State and the Arab Middle East content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Umma and the Dawla: The Nation-State and the
Arab Middle East is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Susan Belcher:

The book untitled The Umma and the Dawla: The Nation-State and the Arab Middle East contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

Juana Rummel:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book The Umma and the Dawla: The Nation-State and the Arab Middle East. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Charles Hopper:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the The Umma and the Dawla: The Nation-State and the Arab Middle East when you desired it?
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