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Historical profiles of the major planned communities of early twentieth-century Long Island.

Edited by SPLIA’s former director, Dr. Robert B. MacKay, Gardens of Eden is an exploration of a distinct
type of suburban development that proliferated across the region before zoning regulations were developed
to manage land use in New York City and its environs. While the onset of suburbia on Long Island is often
believed to be a post-World War II phenomena, it actually began a half century earlier when greater
affluence, improved railroad service, and new methods of financing made the dream of country living a
greater reality for a growing urban middle class. Luminaries such as Grosvenor Atterbury, Charles W.
Leavitt Jr., and Frederick Law Olmsted designed dozens of high-end, carefully conceived communities on
New York’s Long Island. Touted as an antidote to the complexities of urban living, these “residential parks”
were characterized by significant investment in landscaping and infrastructure and employed concepts
introduced by the Garden City movement in England.

Gardens of Eden covers the history and development of more than twenty of these remarkable communities
and the colorful, at times unscrupulous personalities behind them?like Plandome, designed “for teachers
only,” and the Metropolitan Museum’s Munsey Park, where all the streets were named for artists?with
writings from their most knowledgeable historians. Other featured communities include: Garden City, Forest
Hills Gardens, Long Beach, Great Neck Estates, Brightwaters, Montauk Beach, Prospect Park South in
Brooklyn, and many more.

About the Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities
SPLIA is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to understanding, celebrating, and preserving Long Island’s
cultural heritage. Founded in 1948, SPLIA engages its mission through a variety of activities that include
interpreting historic houses, creating exhibitions and educational programs, providing preservation advisory
services, and publishing works that explore the history of architecture and design on Long Island. 300
illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Terrie Delgadillo:

This Gardens of Eden: Long Island's Early Twentieth-Century Planned Communities is great publication for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we
can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Gardens of Eden: Long Island's Early Twentieth-Century Planned
Communities in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Dolores Schreiber:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Gardens of Eden: Long Island's Early Twentieth-Century Planned Communities
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Gardens of Eden: Long Island's Early
Twentieth-Century Planned Communities as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Gardens of Eden: Long Island's Early Twentieth-Century
Planned Communities to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Kathleen Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Gardens of Eden: Long Island's Early



Twentieth-Century Planned Communities.
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