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Dominick Mazzagetti presents an engaging account of the life of Charles Lee, the forgotten man of the

American Revolution. History has not been kind to Lee—for good reason. In this compelling biography,

Mazzagetti compares Lee’s life and attributes to those of George Washington and offers significant

observations omitted from previous Lee biographies, including extensive correspondence with British

officers in 1777 that reflects Lee’s abandonment of the Patriots’ cause.

Lee, a British officer, a veteran of the French and Indian War, and a critic of King George III, arrived in New

York City in 1773 with an ego that knew no bounds and tolerated no rivals.  A highly visible and

newsworthy personality, he quickly took up the American cause and encouraged rebellion. As a result of this

advocacy and his military skills, Lee was granted a commission as a major general in the Continental Army

and soon became second-in-command to George Washington. He helped organize the defense of Boston,

designed defenses for New York City, and commanded the force that repelled the British attack on

Charleston.

Upon his return to New York in 1776, Lee was considered by some leaders of the Revolution to be an

alternative to George Washington, who was in full retreat from British forces. Lee’s capture by the British in

December 1776 put an end to that possibility. Lee’s subsequent release in a prisoner exchange in 1778 and

return to an American command led to a dramatic confrontation with Washington on the battlefield at

Monmouth, New Jersey, in June 1778. Washington chastised Lee publicly for ordering an unnecessary

retreat. Lee suffered the ignominy of a court-martial conviction for this blunder and spent the remaining

years to his death in 1782 attacking Washington. Although few doubted Lee’s loyalty at the time, his actions

at Monmouth fueled speculation that he switched sides during his imprisonment.

A discovery years after his death completed Lee’s tale. In 1862, a researcher discovered “Mr. Lee’s Plan,” a

detailed strategy for the defeat of the American rebels delivered to British General William Howe while Lee

was held in captivity. This discovery sealed Lee’s historical record and ended all further discussion of his

contributions to the American Revolution. Today, few people even realize that Fort Lee, on the New Jersey

side of the George Washington Bridge, was named in his honor.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Charles Lee: Self Before Country
(Rivergate Regionals Collection) to read.

Daniel White:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely Charles Lee: Self Before Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection).

Robert Vargas:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Charles Lee: Self Before Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection) will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Christopher Dixon:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Charles Lee: Self Before
Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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