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A product of the "spiritual hothouse" of the Second Great Awakening, Spiritualism became the fastest
growing religion in the nation during the 1850s, and one of the principal responses to the widespread
perception that American society was descending into atomistic particularity.

InBody and Soul, Robert Cox shows how Spiritualism sought to transform sympathy into social practice,
arguing that each individual, living and dead, was poised within a nexus of affect, and through the active
propagation of these sympathetic bonds, a new and coherent society would emerge. Phenomena such as
spontaneous somnambulism and sympathetic communion with the dead?whether through séance or "spirit
photography"?were ways of transcending the barriers dissecting the American body politic, including the
ultimate barrier, death. Drawing equally upon social, occult, and physiological registers, Spiritualism created
a unique "social physiology" in which mind was integrated into body and body into society, leading
Spiritualists into earthly social reforms, such as women’s rights and anti-slavery.

From the beginning, however, Spiritualist political and social expression was far more diverse than has
previously been recognized, encompassing distinctive proslavery and antiegalitarian strains, and in the wake
of racial and political adjustments following the Civil War, the movement began to fracture. Cox traces the
eventual dissolution of Spiritualism through the contradictions of its various regional and racial factions and
through their increasingly circumscribed responses to a changing world. In the end, he concludes, the history
of Spiritualism was written in the limits of sympathy, and not its limitless potential.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American
Spiritualism. Try to make book Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Jesse Nance:

The e-book untitled Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Micheal McDonough:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American
Spiritualism can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Aaron Eldred:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Body and Soul: A
Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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