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It was a year packed with unsettling events. The Panic of 1857 closed every bank in New York City, ruined
thousands of businesses, and caused widespread unemployment among industrial workers. The Mormons in
Utah Territory threatened rebellion when federal troops approached with a non-Mormon governor to replace
Brigham Young. The Supreme Court outraged northern Republicans and abolitionists with the Dred Scott
decision ("a breathtaking example of judicial activism"). And when a proslavery minority in Kansas
Territory tried to foist a proslavery constitution on a large antislavery majority, President Buchanan reneged
on a crucial commitment and supported the minority, a disastrous miscalculation which ultimately split the
Democratic party in two.
In America in 1857, eminent American historian Kenneth Stampp offers a sweeping narrative of this eventful
year, covering all the major crises while providing readers with a vivid portrait of America at mid-century.
Stampp gives us a fascinating account of the attempt by William Walker and his band of filibusters to
conquer Nicaragua and make it a slave state, of crime and corruption, and of street riots by urban gangs such
as New York's Dead Rabbits and Bowery Boys and Baltimore's Plug Uglies and Blood Tubs. But the focus
continually returns to Kansas. He examines the outrageous political frauds perpetrated by proslavery
Kansans, Buchanan's calamitous response and Stephen Douglas's break with the President (a rare event in
American politics, a major party leader repudiating the president he helped elect), and the whirl of
congressional votes and dramatic debates that led to a settlement humiliating to Buchanan--and devastating
to the Democrats.
1857 marked a turning point, at which sectional conflict spun out of control and the country moved rapidly
toward the final violent resolution in the Civil War. Stampp's intensely focused look at this pivotal year
illuminates the forces at work and the mood of the nation as it plummeted toward disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Jensen:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book America in 1857: A Nation on
the Brink. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Santiago Klein:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Angela Strange:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink is
simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Emmett Willett:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink when you desired it?
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