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This book explores the material and visual world of the socialist Bloc from the late 1940s to the late 1960s.
The essays, by authors from a range of disciplines, examine the forms and uses of material objects that made
up the environment of life behind the 'Iron Curtain', and investigates the particular ways in which these
objects came to represent the often divergent aspirations of regimes and peoples in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe.

The two decades after the end of the Second World War considered here constitute two contrasting periods:
that of post-war Stalinism and the 'sovietization' or 'stalinization' of Eastern Europe; and, from the mid-
1950s, the period of destalinization and relative cultural liberalization known as the Thaw. During the Thaw,
consumerism and a moderate fashion consciousness began to be tolerated or even encouraged to varying
degrees in different parts of the Bloc. Style, regarded as a suspect notion under Stalin, became a legitimate
and even urgent issue. What forms of dress, home furnishings and housing, as well as of fine art, would
provide a stimulating environment that could meet the physical and ideological needs of -- and give shape to
-- modern, socialist life? Challenging the assumption that all cultural norms were generated and effectively
imposed by Moscow, essays in this anthology investigate the interactions and exchanges between the
countries of the Eastern Bloc and and ask how, even in socialist economies, the consumption of material
objects -- or the refusal to consume -- could project personal and collective identities and even articulate
resistance.

Anyone who seeks to understand the effects of state socialism on life in the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, or who is interested in the intersection of politics with art, design and material culture will find this
book absorbing and illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Style and
Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donald Calderon:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Style and
Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe to read.

Jessie Nathan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War Eastern
Europe can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Latoya Jones:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material
Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material
Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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