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At the height of the Cold War, dozens of radical and progressive writers, illustrators, editors, librarians,
booksellers, and teachers cooperated to create and disseminate children's books that challenged the status
quo. Learning from the Left provides the first historic overview of their work. Spanning from the 1920s,
when both children's book publishing and American Communism were becoming significant on the
American scene, to the late 1960s, when youth who had been raised on many of the books in this study
unequivocally rejected the values of the Cold War, Learning from the Left shows how "radical" values and
ideas that have now become mainstream (including cooperation, interracial friendship, critical thinking, the
dignity of labor, feminism, and the history of marginalized people), were communicated to children in
repressive times. A range of popular and critically acclaimed children's books, many by former teachers and
others who had been blacklisted because of their political beliefs, made commonplace the ideas that
McCarthyism tended to call "subversive." These books, about history, science, and contemporary social
conditions-as well as imaginative works, science fiction, and popular girls' mystery series-were readily
available to children: most could be found in public and school libraries, and some could even be purchased
in classrooms through book clubs that catered to educational audiences. Drawing upon extensive interviews,
archival research, and hundreds of children's books published from the 1920s through the 1970s, Learning
from the Left offers a history of the children's book in light of the history of the history of the Left, and a new
perspective on the links between the Old Left of the 1930s and the New Left of the 1960s.

Winner of the Grace Abbott Book Prize of the Society for the History of Children and Youth
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the
Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States as your daily resource information.

Christina Lazarus:

Often the book Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the
United States has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Anthony Vice:

This Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the
Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but
this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt that will?

Thomas Williamson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Learning from the Left: Children's
Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States as well as others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Learning from the Left:
Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States to make your spare time a lot



more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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