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T. M. Scanlon offers a qualified defense of normative cognitivism--the view that there are irreducibly
normative truths about reasons for action. He responds to three familiar objections: that such truths would
have troubling metaphysical implications; that we would have no way of knowing what they are; and that the
role of reasons in motivating and explaining action could not be explained if accepting a conclusion about
reasons for action were a kind of belief. Scanlon answers the first of these objections within a general
account of ontological commitment, applying to mathematics as well as normative judgments. He argues that
the method of reflective equilibrium, properly understood, provides an adequate account of how we come to
know both normative truths and mathematical truths, and that the idea of a rational agent explains the link
between an agent's normative beliefs and his or her actions. Whether every statement about reasons for
action has a determinate truth value is a question to be answered by an overall account of reasons for action,
in normative terms. Since it seems unlikely that there is such an account, the defense of normative
cognitivism offered here is qualified: statements about reasons for action can have determinate truth values,
but it is not clear that all of them do. Along the way, Scanlon offers an interpretation of the distinction
between normative and non-normative claims, a new account of the supervenience of the normative on the
non-normative, an interpretation of the idea of the relative strength of reasons, and a defense of the method
of reflective equilibrium.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Jennings:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Being Realistic about Reasons
book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Robertson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book.
One of them is this Being Realistic about Reasons.

Henry Buford:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top list
in your reading list is actually Being Realistic about Reasons. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.

James Rohrbach:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Being Realistic about Reasons can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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