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While the importance of writing has often been recognized, the role of books and especially that of libraries
has just as often been slighted. Knowledge, once generated, has to be communicated, preserved, and
accessible. Books in their varying formats—from clay tablets to scrolls and manuscripts to pixels—have
been instrumental in spreading knowledge, although relatively little attention has been given to the story of
books themselves.

A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes traces the roles of books and libraries
throughout recorded history and explores their social and cultural importance within differing societies and
changing times. It presents the history of books from clay tablets to e-books and the history of libraries,
whether built of bricks or bytes. Following an introduction that sets the theoretical basis for the historical
importance of books and libraries, chapters alternate between the history of the book and the history of
libraries. Included within the chapters are short excursions on some particular development, such as book
emblems or cataloging. Case studies are given as thematic illustrations of libraries everywhere.

Patrick M. Valentine argues that social and cultural forces have been more influential in determining the
nature and status of information, books, and libraries than has technology. But A Social History of Books and
Libraries is far from a jeremiad against technology; rather it presents history within the subtle yet shifting
context of time and place. Although written primarily for librarians and library students, it will also be of
interest to a wider audience of scholars and those interested in books, libraries, and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to
Bytes.

Cassandra Martin:

The book A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book A Social
History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Shameka Nye:

Often the book A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Evelyn Rogers:

A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A Social History
of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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