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Since the Age of Enlightenment, France has upheld clear constitutional guidelines that protect human rights
and religious freedom. Today, however, intolerant attitudes and discriminatory practices towards
unconventional faiths have become acceptable and even institutionalized in public life. Susan Palmer offers
an insightful examination of France's most stigmatized new religions, or "sectes," and the public
management of religious and philosophical minorities by the state.

The New Heretics of France tracks the mounting government-sponsored anti-cult movement in the wake of
the shocking mass suicides of the Solar Temple in 1994, an event that ushered France's most visible religious
minorities onto a blacklist of 172 "sectes" commissioned by the National Assembly. Drawing on extensive
interviews and field research, Palmer describes the controversial histories of well-known international New
Religious Movements including the Church of Scientology, Raelian Movement, and Unificationism, as well
as esoteric local groups. Palmer also reveals the partisanship of Catholic priests, journalists, village mayors,
and the passive public who support La République's efforts to control minority faiths - all in the name of
"Liberty, Equality and Fraternity."

Through historical and sociological theory, Palmer analyzes France's war on "sectes" as a strategic response
to social pressures arising from globalization and immigration. Her study addresses the impact of these social
pressures on traditional cultures and national character, as well as important issues of religious freedom and
public tolerance.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The New Heretics of France:
Minority Religions, la Republique, and the Government-Sponsored ''War on Sects'' as your daily resource
information.

Carolina Jones:

Typically the book The New Heretics of France: Minority Religions, la Republique, and the Government-
Sponsored ''War on Sects'' has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous
to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

John Ashcraft:

The book untitled The New Heretics of France: Minority Religions, la Republique, and the Government-
Sponsored ''War on Sects'' contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site
as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Deborah Fishman:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The New Heretics of France: Minority
Religions, la Republique, and the Government-Sponsored ''War on Sects'' to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication The New Heretics of France:
Minority Religions, la Republique, and the Government-Sponsored ''War on Sects'' can to be your new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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