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The only major U.S. railroad to be operated by westerners and the only railroad built from west to east, the
Southern Pacific acquired a unique history and character. It also acquired a reputation, especially in
California, as a railroad that people loved to hate. This magisterial history tells the full story of the Southern
Pacific for the first time, shattering myths about the company that have prevailed to this day. A landmark
account, Sunset Limited explores the railroad's development and influence—especially as it affected land
settlement, agriculture, water policy, and the environment—and offers a new perspective on the tremendous,
often surprising, role the company played in shaping the American West.

Based on his unprecedented and extensive research into the company's historical archives, Richard Orsi finds
that, contrary to conventional understanding, the Southern Pacific Company identified its corporate well-
being with population growth and social and economic development in the railroad's hinterland. As he traces
the complex and shifting intersections between corporate and public interest, Orsi documents the railroad's
little-known promotion of land distribution, small-scale farming, scientific agriculture, and less wasteful
environmental practices and policies—including water conservation and wilderness and recreational
parklands preservation.

Meticulously researched, lucidly written, and judiciously balanced, Sunset Limited opens a new window onto
the American West in a crucial phase of its development and will forever change our perceptions of one of
the largest and most important western corporations in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

Why? Because this Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American
West, 1850-1930 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jesse Harrison:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sunset Limited: The Southern
Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West, 1850-1930, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Clarice Stephens:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific Railroad and the
Development of the American West, 1850-1930 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Walter Telford:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West,
1850-1930 provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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