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Frederick Douglass was unquestionably the foremost black American of the nineteenth century. The
extraordinary life of this former slave turned abolitionist orator, newspaper editor, social reformer, race
leader, and Republican party advocate has inspired many biographies over the years. This, however, is the
first full-scale study of the origins, contours, development, and significance of Douglass's thought.

Brilliant and to a large degree self-taught, Douglass personified intellectual activism; he possessed a sincere
concern for the uses and consequences of ideas. Both his people's struggle for liberation and his individual
experiences, which he envisioned as symbolizing that struggle, provided the basis and structure for his
intellectual maturation. As a representative American, he internalized and, thus, reflected major currents in
the contemporary American mind. As a representative Afro-American, he revealed in his thinking the deep-
seated influence of race on Euro-American, Afro-American, or, broadly conceived, American consciousness.
He sought to resolve in his thinking the dynamic tension between his identities as a black and as an
American.

Martin assesses not only how Douglass dealt with this enduring conflict, but also the extent of his success.
An inveterate belief in a universal and egalitarian humanism unified Douglass's thought. This grand
organizing principle reflected his intellectual roots in the three major traditions of mid-nineteenth-century
American thought: Protestant Christianity, the Enlightenment, and romanticism. Together, these influences
buttressed his characteristic optimism.

Although nineteenth-century Afro-American intellectual history derived its central premises and outlook
from concurrent American intellectual history, it offered a searching critique of the latter and its
ramifications. How to square America's rhetoric of freedom, equality, and justice with the reality of slavery
and racial prejudice was the difficulty that confronted such Afro-American thinkers as Douglass.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

The book The Mind of Frederick Douglass make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Mind of Frederick Douglass
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Mind of
Frederick Douglass. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Robert Burke:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Mind of
Frederick Douglass is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Graham Ayala:

This The Mind of Frederick Douglass is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
The Mind of Frederick Douglass in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Tony Reed:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Mind of Frederick Douglass when you essential it?
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