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Among practitioners of Japanese martial arts both in Japan and overseas there is hardly a person not knowing
the name of famous swordsman Yamaoka Tesshu, who is also renowned for his calligraphy and pursuits of
enlightenment in Zen Buddhism. Despite this, for over a century Tesshu's figure, buried under numerous
anecdotes and mythical stories, has presented a contrasting combination of broad popularity with the absence
of critical biographies and the lack of verified data.

In this book, Anatoliy Anshin draws from his doctoral dissertation to create the first critical biography on
Tesshu, over 120 years after his death in 1888. Based on scrupulous investigation of primary and secondary
sources, Anshin shows that Tesshu's whole life was an uncompromising quest for the authentic Japanese
swordsmanship, which had been practically lost by his time. Anshin further analyzes how this quest
eventually led Tesshu to play the central role in the bloodless surrender of Edo Castle - one of the most
important events in the Meiji Restoration of 1868.

Looking at everything, from the beginning and development of Tesshu's thoughts and belief systems to
establishing his own swordsmanship school called Itto Shoden Muto-ryu, Anshin chronologically highlights
Tesshu's dramatic life path. This path reflects like a mirror centuries-old cultural history of Japanese warrior
class, the samurai, and its martial arts.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Truth of the Ancient Ways: A Critical
Biography of the Swordsman Yamaoka Tesshu. Try to make the book The Truth of the Ancient Ways: A
Critical Biography of the Swordsman Yamaoka Tesshu as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Soltero:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Truth of the Ancient Ways: A Critical Biography of the
Swordsman Yamaoka Tesshu. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book The Truth of the Ancient Ways: A Critical Biography of the Swordsman
Yamaoka Tesshu. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Jillian Diaz:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Truth of the Ancient Ways: A Critical Biography of the Swordsman Yamaoka Tesshu.

Mildred Timm:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Truth of the Ancient Ways: A
Critical Biography of the Swordsman Yamaoka Tesshu which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try



out this book? Let's view.
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