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The groundbreaking history of the English language, fusing chronological with anecdotal and
etymological accounts of individual word-histories, to create not one story, but many stories.

The English language is now accepted as the global lingua franca of the modern age, spoken or written in by
over a quarter of the human race. But how did it evolve? How did a language spoken originally by a few
thousand Anglo-Saxons become one used by more than 1,500 million? What developments can be seen as
we move from Beowulf to Chaucer to Shakespeare to Dickens and the present day? A host of fascinating
questions are answered in The Stories of English, a groundbreaking history of the language by David
Crystal, the world-renowned writer and commentator on English. Many books have been written about
English, but they have all focused on a single variety: the educated, printed language called “standard”
English. David Crystal turns the history of English on its head and instead provides a startlingly original
view of where the richness, creativity and diversity of the language truly lies?in the accents and dialects of
nonstandard English users all over the world. Whatever their regional, social or ethnic background, each
group has a story worth telling, whether it is in Scotland or Somerset, South Africa or Singapore.
Interweaved within this central chronological story are accounts of uses of dialect around the world as well
as in literary classics from The Canterbury Tales to The Lord of the Rings. For the first time, regional speech
and writing is placed center stage, giving a sense of the social realities behind the development of English.
This significant shift in perspective enables the reader to understand for the first time the importance of
everyday, previously marginalized, voices in our language and provides an argument too for the way English
should be taught in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Lucile Brown:

Here thing why that The Stories of English are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
Stories of English giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no guide that similar with The Stories of English. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Stories of English in e-
book can be your alternative.

Otto Tejeda:

The actual book The Stories of English has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
looking over this book.

Pamela Jernigan:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely The Stories of English.

Donald Fujita:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Stories of English was filled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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