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We know little about the lives and thoughts of white women in the antebellum South, and for many years
students of the period have waited for a broadly based sampling of their writings. In Our Common Affairs,
supplying this need, Joan E. Cashin has assembled 125 documents that explore the lives of these women in
their own words. Cashin has selected excerpts from letters, diaries, wills, recipe books, and advice
literaturemost never before publishedand drawn from sources in every Southern state. Her subjects include
the wives of planters, merchants, professionals, artisans, and yeoman farmers.

Organized into six topical chaptersfamily life, friendship, work, race relations, and the secession crisisthese
writings illuminate the experience of white Southern women as never before. In an introductory essay that
critically reviews the historiography of the last thirty years, Cashin argues that white women in the slave
South created their own distinctive culture, a "culture of resignation" that, unlike that of their Northern
counterparts, accepted inequity and refrained from political activity.

Our Common Affairs examines the strong ties women developed among female kinfolk and friends; their
troubled relations with slaves, especially female slaves; their frequent distaste for politics; and their mixed
but largely fearful reaction to secession. The documents emphasize the pressing daily responsibilities these
women faced and reveal their authors as flawed, complex, and wholly different from the stereotypes of
Southern women that persist in the popular imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Our Common Affairs: Texts from
Women in the Old South book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Gina Dana:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Our
Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Lydia Rogers:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Rebecca Muldoon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Our Common Affairs: Texts from Women in the Old South can make you experience more
interested to read.
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