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"The first truly comparative assessment of how democracies seek to constrain and limit judicial misbehavior.
. . . Clear, insightful conclusions."--Martin Edelman, SUNY, Albany

Judicial power poses a dilemma for democratic societies: judges exert political power but typically are not
democratically accountable for their use of it. This book is a comparative study of the discipline and removal
of errant judges in four Western nations--France, Italy, England, and the United States.  

 Democracies place a high premium on maintaining the appearance of judicial independence, and formal
mechanisms ensuring it normally include lengthy and secure tenure and adequate salary. Federal judges in
the United States come close to absolute independence, since they serve in their position for life; in more
than 200 years, only seven have been removed from office.

 Still, democratic theory requires that the service of public officials always be temporary and conditional.
This book shows how each of the four countries views accountability as proportionate to power. English,
French, and Italian judges cannot challenge the democratic authority of the state, and their accountability is
less democratically maintained. In the English system, discipline is the prerogative of Parliament; the French
largely police their own ranks. In the United States, where judges wield considerable power, they may be
removed through election in many states or through the actions of elected political representatives. The book
concludes that the tension between democratic goals supports a rationalizing principle for nations tilting in
favor of either accountability or independence.

Mary L. Volcansek, professor of political science at Florida International University, is the author or editor
of several books, including Judicial Impeachment: None Called for Justice and Judicial Politics in Europe:
An Impact Analysis, and has published articles in such journals as Comparative Political Studies, West
European Politics, and Judicature.

Maria Elisabetta de Franciscis, assistant professor of political science at Universita di Napoli, Federico, II, is
the author of Italy and the Vatican.

Jacqueline Lucienne Lafon, associate professor of law at Universite de Paris, XI, is the author of two books
in French and, with Mary Volcansek, of Judicial Selection: The Cross-Evolution of French and American
Practices.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Huber:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Judicial Misconduct: A Cross - National
Comparison will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Charles Myers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Judicial
Misconduct: A Cross - National Comparison.

Julia Watkins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Judicial Misconduct: A Cross - National Comparison why because
the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Lorraine Michael:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been exactly
added. This e-book Judicial Misconduct: A Cross - National Comparison was filled with regards to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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