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Architecture’s Historical Turn traces the hidden history of architectural phenomenology, a movement that
reflected a key turning point in the early phases of postmodernism and a legitimating source for those
architects who first dared to confront history as an intellectual problem and not merely as a stylistic question.
 
Jorge Otero-Pailos shows how architectural phenomenology radically transformed how architects engaged,
theorized, and produced history. In the first critical intellectual account of the movement, Otero-Pailos
discusses the contributions of leading members, including Jean Labatut, Charles Moore, Christian Norberg-
Schulz, and Kenneth Frampton. For architects maturing after World War II, Otero-Pailos contends,
architectural history was a problem rather than a given. Paradoxically, their awareness of modernism’s
historicity led some of them to search for an ahistorical experiential constant that might underpin all
architectural expression. They drew from phenomenology, exploring the work of Bachelard, Merleau-Ponty,
Heidegger, and Ricoeur, which they translated for architectural audiences. Initially, the concept that
experience could be a timeless architectural language provided a unifying intellectual basis for the stylistic
pluralism that characterized postmodernism. It helped give theory—especially the theory of architectural
history—a new importance over practice. However, as Otero-Pailos makes clear, architectural
phenomenologists could not accept the idea of theory as an end in itself. In the mid-1980s they were caught
in the contradictory and untenable position of having to formulate their own demotion of theory.
 
Otero-Pailos reveals how, ultimately, the rise of architectural phenomenology played a crucial double role in
the rise of postmodernism, creating the antimodern specter of a historical consciousness and offering the
modern notion of essential experience as the means to defeat it.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Architecture's Historical Turn:
Phenomenology and the Rise of the Postmodern is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Cristen Washington:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise of the
Postmodern can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rudy Hendren:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise of the Postmodern
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Susan Douglas:

Beside this particular Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise of the Postmodern in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise of
the Postmodern because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find
this book and also read it from currently!
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