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In eighteenth-century France, the ability to lose oneself in a character or scene marked both great artists and
ideal spectators. Yet it was thought this same passionate enthusiasm, if taken to unreasonable extremes,
could also lead to sexual deviance, mental illness--even death. Women and artists were seen as especially
susceptible to these negative consequences of creative enthusiasm, and women artists, doubly so.

Mary D. Sheriff uses these very different visions of enthusiasm to explore the complex interrelationships
among creativity, sexuality, the body and the mind in eighteenth-century France. Drawing on evidence from
the visual arts, literature, philosophy, and medicine, she portrays the deviance ascribed to both inspired men
and women. But while various mythologies worked to normalize deviance in male artists, women had no
justification for their deviance. For instance, the mythical sculptor Pygmalion was cured of an abnormal love
for his statue through the making of art. He became a model for creative artists, living happily with his statue
come to life. No happy endings, though, were imagined for such inspired women writers as Sappho and
Heloise, who burned with erotomania their art could not quench. Even so, Sheriff demonstrates, the
perceived connections among sexuality, creativity, and disease also opened artistic opportunities for creative
women took full advantage of them.

Brilliantly reassessing the links between sexuality and creativity, artistic genius and madness, passion and
reason, Moved by Love will profoundly reshape our view of eighteenth- century French culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Moved By Love: Inspired Artists and Deviant Women in
Eighteenth-Century France.

Deborah Beaudry:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which one you should start with. This Moved By Love: Inspired Artists and Deviant Women in
Eighteenth-Century France is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Peter Barba:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Moved By Love: Inspired Artists and Deviant Women in Eighteenth-Century France can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Laura Burke:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Moved By Love: Inspired Artists and Deviant Women in Eighteenth-Century France will give
you a new experience in examining a book.
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