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Americans call Niagara Falls a natural wonder, but the falls aren't very natural anymore. In fact, they are a
study in artifice. Water diverted, riverbed reshaped, brink stabilized, and landscape redesigned, the falls are
more a monument to man's meddling than to nature's strength. Held up as an example of something real, they
are hemmed in with fakery-waxworks, haunted houses, IMAX films, and ersatz Indian tales. A symbol of
American manifest destiny, they are shared politely with Canada. Emblematic of nature's power, they are
completely human-controlled. An archetype of natural beauty, the falls belie an ugly environmental legacy
still bubbling up from below. On every level, Niagara Falls is a monument to how America falsifies nature,
reshaping its contours and redirecting its force while claiming to submit to its will.Combining history,
reportage, and personal narrative, Inventing Niagara traces Niagara's journey from sublime icon to
engineering marvel to camp spectacle. Along the way, Ginger Strand uncovers the hidden history of
America's waterfall: the Mohawk chief who wrested the falls from his adopted tribe, the revered town father
who secretly assisted slave catchers, the wartime workers who unknowingly helped build the atomic bomb,
and the building contractor who bought and sold a pharaoh. With an uncanny ability to zero in on the buried
truth, Strand introduces us to underwater dams, freaks of nature, mythical maidens, and 280,000 radioactive
mice buried at Niagara.From LaSalle to Lincoln to Los Alamos, Mohawks to Marilyn, Niagara's story is
America's story, a tale of dreams founded on the mastery of nature. At a time of increasing environmental
crisis, Inventing Niagara shows us how understanding the cultural history of nature might help us to rethink
our place in it today.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

The book Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Inventing Niagara:
Beauty, Power, and Lies to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and
read a e-book Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Enriquez:

This Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Inventing
Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies can bring once
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies having excellent arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Barbara Kimmel:

The feeling that you get from Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies may be the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having that Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies instantly.

Mary Stockton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.
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