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In 2004, the U.S. State Department declared Filipina hostesses in Japan the largest group of sex trafficked
persons in the world. Since receiving this global attention, the number of hostesses entering Japan has
dropped by nearly 90 percent—from more than 80,000 in 2004 to just over 8,000 today. To some, this might
suggest a victory for the global anti-trafficking campaign, but Rhacel Parreñas counters that this drastic
decline—which stripped thousands of migrants of their livelihoods—is in truth a setback.

Parreñas worked alongside hostesses in a working-class club in Tokyo's red-light district, serving drinks,
singing karaoke, and entertaining her customers, including members of the yakuza, the Japanese crime
syndicate. While the common assumption has been that these hostess bars are hotbeds of sexual trafficking,
Parreñas quickly discovered a different world of working migrant women, there by choice, and, most
importantly, where none were coerced into prostitution. But this is not to say that the hostesses were not
vulnerable in other ways.

Illicit Flirtations challenges our understandings of human trafficking and calls into question the U.S. policy
to broadly label these women as sex trafficked. It highlights how in imposing top-down legal constraints to
solve the perceived problems—including laws that push dependence on migrant brokers, guest worker
policies that bind migrants to an employer, marriage laws that limit the integration of migrants, and measures
that criminalize undocumented migrants—many women become more vulnerable to exploitation, not less. It
is not the jobs themselves, but the regulation that makes migrants susceptible to trafficking. If we are to end
the exploitation of people, we first need to understand the actual experiences of migrants, not rest on global
policy statements. This book gives a long overdue look into the real world of those labeled as trafficked.
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From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Illicit Flirtations: Labor, Migration, and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo. Try to
face the book Illicit Flirtations: Labor, Migration, and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Stewart:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Illicit
Flirtations: Labor, Migration, and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Jay Blanchard:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Illicit Flirtations: Labor, Migration, and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Kevin Vargas:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely Illicit Flirtations: Labor, Migration, and Sex Trafficking in
Tokyo. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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