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If you have ever wondered why SUVs replaced minivans, how one rap song turned the cognac industry
upside down, or what gives Levi's jeans their iconic allure, look no further?in Cool, Steven Quartz and
Anette Asp finally explain the fascinating science behind unexpected trends and enduring successes.

We live in a world of conspicuous consumption, where the clothes we wear, the cars we drive, and the food
we eat lead double lives: they don't merely satisfy our needs; they also communicate our values, identities,
and aspirations. In Beverly Hills, tourists flock to the famous Rodeo Drive-not to shop, but simply to take
photographs of themselves in front of luxury stores. And for one week in August, hundreds of thousands of
HarleyDavidson fans from all over the world descend on the remote town of Sturgis, South Dakota, and
engulf the otherwise sleepy hamlet in the deafening roar of motorcycle engines. Why do brands inspire such
devotion?

Quartz and Asp bring together groundbreaking findings in neuroscience, economics, and evolutionary
biology to present a new understanding of why we consume and how our concepts of what is "cool"?be it
designer jeans, smartphones, or craft beer?help drive the global economy. The authors highlight the
underlying neurological and cultural processes that contribute to our often unconscious decision making,
explaining how we're able to navigate the supermarket on autopilot for certain items and yet arrive at the
checkout counter with a basket full of products picked up on the spur of the moment. And they explore the
opposite side of the consumer equation?the "choice architects" who design store interiors and the
"coolhunters" who scour Berlin and Tokyo on the lookout for the latest trends. Through a novel combination
of cultural and economic history and in-depth studies of the brain, Cool puts forth a provocative theory of
consumerism that reveals the crucial missing links in an understanding of our spending habits: our brain's
status-seeking "social calculator" and an instinct to rebel that fuels our dislike of being subordinated by
others. Quartz and Asp show how these ancient motivations make us natural-born consumers and how they
sparked the emergence of "cool consumption" in the middle of the twentieth century, creating new lifestyle
choices and routes to happiness. Examining how cool was reshaped in the 1990s by a changing society and
the Internet, they unpack the social motivations behind today's hip, ethical consumption, arguing that we
should embrace, rather than deny, the power of consumerism.

Taking us from Norman Mailer to normcore, Cool is surprising at every turn, and will forever change the
way you think about money, status, desire, happiness, and choice.
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From reader reviews:

Courtney Cook:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes
Our World it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book possesses high quality.

Mary Hanlon:

The reason? Because this Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes
Our World is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

John Morris:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives
Our Economy and Shapes Our World or others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our
World to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Darrin Russell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can



add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our World when
you required it?
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