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The Daring Raid to Kidnap a British General in Order to Gain Freedom for the Highest Ranking
Continental Officer Captured During the American Revolution
On the night of December 12, 1776, while on a reconnaissance mission in New Jersey, Lieutenant Colonel
William Harcourt and Cornet Banastre Tarleton of the British dragoons learned from Loyalist informers that
Major General Charles Lee, the second-in-command in the Continental army behind only George
Washington, was staying at a tavern at nearby Basking Ridge. Gaining valuable information as they rode, by
threatening captured American soldiers with death if Lee’s whereabouts was not revealed, Harcourt and
Tarleton, surrounded the tavern, and after a short but violent struggle, captured him. The dragoons returned
through a hostile country by a different route, arriving safely at their British post at New Brunswick with
their quarry in hand. With Lee’s capture, the British were confident the rebellion would soon be over.
Stung by Lee’s kidnapping, the Americans decided to respond with their own special operation, perhaps the
most outstanding one of the war. On the dark night of July 10, 1777, Lieutenant Colonel William Barton led
a handpicked party in whaleboats across Narragansett Bay—carefully avoiding British navy ships—to
Newport, Rhode Island. Although the town was occupied by more than 3,000 enemy soldiers, after landing
Barton led his men up a hidden path and stealthily hurried to a farmhouse where General Richard Prescott
had taken to spending nights. Surrounding the house, they forced open the doors and seized the sleeping
Prescott, as well as his aidede- camp and a sentry, and then quickly returned to their waiting boats. Despite
British artillerymen firing rockets and cannon to alert the British vessels in the bay, the bold band of
Americans reached the mainland safely. Not only had Barton kidnapped a British major general who could
be exchanged for Lee, he had removed from action a man who had gained a reputation for his harsh
treatment of American Patriots.
In Kidnapping the Enemy: The Special Operations to Capture Generals Charles Lee and Richard Prescott,
Christian M. McBurney relates the full story of each of these remarkable raids, the subsequent exchange of
the two generals, and the impact of these kidnappings on the Revolutionary War. He then follows the
subsequent careers of the major players, including Lee, Barton, Prescott, and Tarleton. The author completes
his narrative with descriptions of other attempts to kidnap high-ranking military officers and government
officials during the war, including ones organized by and against George Washington. The low success rate
of these operations makes the raids that captured Lee and Prescott even more impressive.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Kidnapping the Enemy: The
Special Operations to Capture Generals Charles Lee and Richard Prescott will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Lisa Hegland:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Kidnapping the Enemy: The Special Operations to Capture
Generals Charles Lee and Richard Prescott to read.

Michael Rodiguez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Kidnapping the Enemy: The Special Operations to Capture Generals Charles Lee and
Richard Prescott.

Robert Dunham:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Kidnapping the Enemy: The Special Operations to Capture Generals Charles Lee and Richard Prescott.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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