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This is the first full-length biography of one of the best-known and most influential French writers of our
time, as celebrated for her films (Hiroshima Mon Amour) as for her novels (The Ravishing of Lol Stein, The
Lover). It takes Duras from colonial Indochina (where she was born in 1914) to wartime France, through the
intellectual skirmishes of the 1950s and leftist movements of the 1960s, up to the present time. An
autobiographical writer by nature, Duras has poured her exotic life into her books, and Vircondelet is the first
to separate fact from fiction, leading us to a greater appreciation of her inimitable fiction. Although it gives a
full, chronological account of Duras's life and work, Duras is not a conventional biography. "In order to give
an exact account of her life, her inner workings, " Vircondelet explains in his preface, "one needs to acquire
and rediscover a secret, a kind of alchemy, the nature of her 'fluent writing, ' as she calls it." Employing a
kind of "fluent writing" himself, Vircondelet brings a rare empathy to his task, allowing him to discover
secret connections between the life and work. Both a mesmerizing biography and an innovative work of
literary criticism, Duras is a bold and unforgettable achievement. First published in France in 1991, the book
has been updated by the author for this English translation. It is illustrated with 37 photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Duras:
A Biography, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Karen McCarthy:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Duras: A Biography it is extremely good to read. There are
a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Carlos Mendoza:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Duras: A Biography.

Beatrice Blakely:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Duras: A Biography or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Duras: A Biography to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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