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Too often, Wallace Hettle points out, studies of politics in the nineteenth-century South reinforce a view of
the Democratic Party that is frozen in time on the eve of Fort Sumter—a deceptively high point of white
racial solidarity. Avoiding such a "Civil War synthesis," The Peculiar Democracy illuminates the link
between the Jacksonian political culture that dominated antebellum debate and the notorious infighting of the
Confederacy. Hettle shows that war was the greatest test of populist Democratic Party rhetoric that
emphasized the shared interests of white men, slaveholder and nonslaveholder alike.

The Peculiar Democracy analyzes antebellum politics in terms of the connections between slavery,
manhood, and the legacies of Jefferson and Jackson. It then looks at the secession crisis through the anxieties
felt by Democratic politicians who claimed concern for the interests of both slaveholders and
nonslaveholders. At the heart of the book is a collective biography of five individuals whose stories highlight
the limitations of democratic political culture in a society dominated by the "peculiar institution." Through
narratives informed by recent scholarship on gender, honor, class, and the law, Hettle profiles South
Carolina's Francis W. Pickens, Georgia's Joseph Brown, Alabama's Jeremiah Clemens, Virginia's John
Rutherfoord, and Mississippi's Jefferson Davis.

The Civil War stories presented in The Peculiar Democracy illuminate the political and sometimes personal
tragedy of men torn between a political culture based on egalitarian rhetoric and the wartime imperatives to
defend slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Hamer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Peculiar
Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Charles Howell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats
in Peace and Civil War book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Naomi Taylor:

This Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War are generally reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Peculiar Democracy: Southern
Democrats in Peace and Civil War can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Hattie Godfrey:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Peculiar Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and
Civil War was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Peculiar
Democracy: Southern Democrats in Peace and Civil War has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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